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The wonderful world of the beetle on Fresh Air

POSTED BY MARK FRAUENFELDER, MAY 6, 2009 8:29 AM | PERMALINK

(An Oxysternon conspicillatum, a kind of scarab beetle. Photo by D. EMlen and J. M.
Rowland)

Douglas Emlen, a professor of biology at the University of Montana, is one of the
foremost authorities on dung beetles. Terry Gross interviewed him earlier this week on

Fresh Air, and it's a terrific, fascinating interview. Emlen's passion and curiosity about
dung beetle anatomy and behavior shine through.

Underneath the cow patties in the pasture — and the monkey dung in the jungle —
there is a miniature world of sex and violence.

Here, ornately decorated beetles armed with horns fight for survival and sexual
dominance. Douglas Emlen, a professor of biology at the University of Montana,
studies them.

Emlen is an expert on the evolution and development of bizarre or extreme shapes
in insects, and he is particularly interested in insect weaponry.

Much of his work takes place in a lab, but he has also had some wild adventures
collecting different families of dung beetles from around the world.

The Fascinating World Of The Dung Beetle
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Discussion

#1 POSTED BY NADRECK, MAY 6, 2009 10:27 AM

"If you attempt to study God through his works you will discover that he has an
unhealthy fascination with beetles."

#2 POSTED BY ROY TRUMBULL, MAY 6, 2009 11:27 AM

In terms of species, beetles pretty much out number all other creatures.

#3 POSTED BY ANONYMOUS, MAY 6. 2009 1:02 PM

Ah yes - beetles. I love making new ones - whenever I feel a bit down, I just make a new
beetle. You should see my latest creation, though - I think it's going to be a big hit; it's so
versatile and almost indestructible...

#4 POSTED BY ANONYMOUS, MAY 6. 2009 2:12 PM

The beetle stuff was great, but Note To Terry: don't let entomologists wander into
cockroach territory. I'll say no more, but if you're a chocolate or coffee lover, skip this
interview.

Oh, and if anyone knows how to delete specific memories, please leave a note. Sometimes
ignorance really is bliss.

#5 POSTED BY NIDSQUID, MAY 6, 2009 3:41 PM

Wonderful and utterly fascinating! Thank you for the post.

#6 POSTED BY YODER, MAY 6, 2009 5:04 PM

What struck me is Terry's tone throughout most of the interview -- she sounds like she
can't believe she's devoting a whole episode to dung beetles.

#7 POSTED BY YODER, MAY 6, 2009 7:36 PM

Although I should add, I'm very glad she did.
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