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Exercise 7 - OBJECTIVES

1. Describe several important functions of the skin, as part of the 
integumentary system.

2. Identify, describe the anatomy, and characterize the distribution 
of the following skin structures:

a. Epidermis

1. Stratum corneum

2. Stratum lucidum

3. Stratum granulosum

4. Stratum spinosum

5. Stratum basale

b. Dermis

1. Papillary

2. Reticular layers

2. Identify, describe the anatomy, and characterize the 
distribution of the following integumentary structures:

c. Hair follicles and hair

d. Sebaceous glands

e. Sweat glands 

f. Pacinian corpuscles

g. Merkel cells and Merkel discs

h. Meissnerõs corpuscles

3. Compare and contrast the properties of the epidermis to the 
dermis.

4. How do sweat glands and sebaceous glands differ?

5. Compare and contrast the anatomy and function of the eccrine 
and apocrine sweat glands.

6. Describe what determines skin color.

7. Describe the function of melanin.
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SKIN LAYERS

Epidermis Dermis
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Marieb; Fig. 5.1

http://www.sunyniagara.cc.ny.us/val/histology.html
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White arrows ð
epidermis

Blue arrow - dermis

Red arrows ðdermal 
papillary layer 
(primarily loose 
connective tissue)

Green arrows ðdermal 
reticular layer 
(primarily dense 
irregular connective 
tissue)

Black arrow ð
hypodermis (superficial 
fascia) (not part of 
the òskinó)

Major Layers of 
the Integument
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